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I General  Aspects

How are forests classified according to the ownership (public, private,

indigenous, etc.)?

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is responsible
for land classification of public lands or lands of public domain into Alienable
and Disposable (A & D). While the Philippine Congress (Legislative or

lawmaking body) is responsible for re-classification.

There are four (4) classification of lands of public in the Philippines pursuant
to the provisions of the 1987 Philippine Constitution. These are Timber lands or
forest lands, National Parks, Mineral lands, and Alienable and Disposable (A &
D) lands or agricultural land. Only A & D lands or agricultural lands can be
subject for private ownership. With the passage of the Indigenous Peoples’
Right Act or TPRA Law (Republic Act No. 8371 of 1997), lands of the ancestral
domains were accorded rights over such lands thru land claim and eventual

into ownership. These lands were once part of the forestlands or timberlands.

- What is the percentage for each classification?

LAND CLASSIFICATION AREA (ha) ‘000 %
Timber lands or forest lands* 14,464 48.2
National Parks 1,341 4.5
Mineral lands*
Alienable &Disposable (A & D) or agricultural land 14,194 47.3
30,000 100.0
(Source:  NAMRIA, 2015)

How do you classify forests by types (protected forest, production forest,
etc.)?

Production forests are those classified forest lands still suitable for timber

production on commercial scale. These parts of the forestlands include
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riverbanks and streams are set aside as protection forests. This is where
long-term tenure instruments are issued to cover timber production and

community-based forest management arrangement for upland communities.

On the otherhand, Protected Areas or national parks including watershed areas
are set aside entirely for protection purposes though with very minimal
resource extraction within declared multiple-use zone only. Thus, no
commercial harvesting of trees while forest planting is allowed but purely for
restoration and rehabilitation purposes only. These protected areas are
governed by the National Integrated Protected Area System-NIPAS Law
(Republic Act 7586, June 1, 1992).

- Who is in charge of the management of forests?

The Department of Environment of Natural Resources (DENR) is mandated by
Philippine laws (Executive Order No. 192, 1987) to manage, conserve and

develop the country’ s natural resources.

- Which department is in charge of the system on Resriction of Illegal logging
and Associate Trade, and what is their contact information?

The Department of Environment of Natural Resources (DENR) as part of its
mandate under the Philippine laws (Executive Order No. 192, 1987) to manage,
conserve and develop the country’ s natural resources, is likewise handles
illegal logging and associated trade. The DENR has sixteen (16) Regional
Offices, seventy-five (75) provincial offices (PENROs) and 145 community
environment and natural resources (CENROs). These are the field offices of
the DENR responsible for the implementation of forestry laws, rules and
regulations. The contact addresses of these filed offices are available online at

<denr.gov.phy.
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IAspects Related to Harvesting permission Licenses and Permits

Do you have any laws to approve or regulate felling? If any, what are the

specific articles?

In the Philippines, the law is Presidential Decree No. 705 (As Amended, Revised
Forestry Code of the Philippines, May 19, 1975). This basic forestry law
provides guidance in the permit or licensing system, harvesting, transporting,
processing (establishment and operation of wood processing plants, plywood
mills, etc) and trading of timber and associated timber products including
non-wood or non-timber forest products. This covers those forest products

derived or extracted both public or private lands or titled properties.

All holder of long-term agreements (25 Years) must have an approved
Comprehensive Development and Management Plan (CDMP), before harvesting
of timber trees can proceed (DAO 1999-53, Dec. 23, 1999).

We also have Republic Act No. 7161 (Oct. 10, 1991) which provides guidance
on the collection of forest charge on all naturally grown trees in both public

or private lands or titled properties.

* Including regions where harvesting is prohibited and timber species to be
protected

All forest lands with natural and residual forests are banned for commercial
harvesting of timber (Executive Order No. 23, Feb. 201D).

All mangrove tree species are prohibited for cutting, harvesting and/or trading
since 1991 pursuant to Republic Act No. 7161 (Oct. 10, 199D).

In addition, Almaciga (Agathis philippinensis), an endemic and native tree
species in the Philippine is also banned for -cutting since 1987 (DENR
Administrative Order No. 78, series of 1987).
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What are the procedures and requirements for harvesting based on forest

ownership and types?

Presidential Decree No. 705, As amended (Revised Forestry Code of the
Philippines) provides guidance in the harvesting of timber in public and private
lands. License agreement is required for commercial harvesting of timber in
public lands. Then, the licensee must obtain an Environmental Compliance
Certificate (ECC) pursuant to Presidential Decree No. 1586 (Establishing the
Philippine Environment Impact Statement system, 1978). It must have an

approved Comprehensive Management & development Plan (CDMP).

While a tree cutting permit is require for cutting of timber in private lands or

titled properties.

Republic Act No. 7161, (Prohibits the cutting of all mangrove tree species in

any form and for any use).

- Do you have any system or documents to verify legal harvest?

Permits. ALL cutting, harvesting and gathering of timber and other forest
products require permission or authority from the DENR Secretary or his duly
authorized representatives i.e. the DENR Regional Directors or DENR Provincial
Environment and vesting Natural Resources Officers (PENROs) or Community
Environment and Natural Resources Officers (CENROs). These permission or
authority is in the form of either an agreement (public forest lands), license
(public forest lands), Special Tree Cutting Permit (endemic & native naturally
grown ftrees in public forest lands), Private Land Tree Cutting Permits (for
endemic and native natural grown trees in private lands or titled properties),
and Special Private Land Tree Cutting Permits (for premium timber trees

naturally grown in private lands or titled properties).
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ALL round logs or timber being shipped or transport by land or by sea, must
always be accompanied by a single-use, original copy, computer-generated,
barcoded, and dated or valid Certificate of Timber Origin (CTO), Tally Sheet,
Original copy of Official Receipts as proof of payment forest charges if

required, as well as valid Confirmation Letter.

ALL lumber materials being shipped or transport both by land or by sea, must
always be accompanied by a single-use, original copy, computer-generated,
barcode, and dated or valid Certificate of Lumber Origin (CLO), Tally Sheet,
Original copy of Official Receipts as proof of payment forest charges if

required, as well as valid Confirmation Letter.

ALL minor forest products or non-wood forest products and associated forest
products must always be accompanied by a single-use, original copy,
color-coded, and dated or valid Certificate of Minor Forest Products Origin
(CMFPO) Tally Sheet, Original copy of Official Receipts as proof of payment

forest charges if required, as well as valid Confirmation Letter.

- How is the system managed?

This is a paper-based or documentary evidence verification system which the
government (DENR) manages and maintains based on existing laws and
regulations of the Philippines. These systems are written in the form of DENR
Administration Orders (DAOs), DENR Memorandum Circulars (DMCs), DENR
Memorandum Orders (DMOs), Implementation of a system that allows paper
tracking of logs, lumber and minor forest products from the forest of origin up
to the wood processing plans or sawmills. This involves the issuance of
Computer-generated transport certificates called Certificate of Timber Origin

for round logs and Certificate of Lumber origin for lumber (DAO 2007-31)
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- How do you verify the authenticity of the issued documents?

The veracity and authenticity of cutting permits or long-term agreements can
be verified at DENR field offices. The transport documents in the form of
Original Copies and Computer-generated CTO for round or squared logs (DAO
2007-31) or CLO for lumber materials (DAO 2001-31). Furthermore, transport
of Minor Forest Products must be covered by a color-coded Certificate of
Minor Forest Products (CMFPO, DAO 1997-04).

- Which ministry and institution in charge of this, and who is the person in

charge? Please inform their contact information.

The DENR personnel assigned in the field who are involved in the
apprehension of undocumented forest products, including the conveyances, tools
and implements, shall file the corresponding complaints in courts. These DENR
personnel are assigned all over the country in 145 field offices called

Community Environment and Natural Resources (CENROS).

IAspects Related to Internationally Accepted  Certification

Do you apply Certification Systems (FM or CoC) in your country which are
accepted internationally to prove legality of timber or timber products, for
example, FSC or PEFC?

No. The Philippines is still in the process of promulgating a law regarding
certification systems specifically on forest management. But, we are currently
developing our own national certification system (i.e. a reliable Timber Tracking
system with Back-To-The-Stump traceability) under a project called National
Forest Stocks Monitoring System (NFSMS). This on-going project is funded by

the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) based in Yokohama,
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Japan. The system will eventually issue a Verified Legal Origin (VLO)
Certificate, which employs document verification procedure based on existing
forestry laws, rules and regulation for a legally-harvested timber and timber

products.
- What is the certification agency? None yet (in-progress).

- How much is the forest area for such certifications? No data available

I Mutually Recognized Certification through Bilateral Negotiation

Do you have your own national or private certification system to prove
legality of timber or timber products?

We have no existing private or a third party certification system in placed
right now. But, we are currently completing a national certification system to
prove legality of timber or timber products. It is an electronic, web-based and
almost paperless timber legality assurance system that will ultimately issue a
Verified Legal Origin (VLO) Certificate. Our standard for timber legality is
anchored on the sixth (6) ASEAN timber legality criteria which include a
reliable back-to-the-stump traceability system, compliance with environment
impact assessment, social compliance, CITES compliance, payment of forest
charges or statutory fees. This system is intended for roll out by 2019 and
nationwide adoption by 2020. Pilot testing of the system is planned in at least
two (2) sites within the year of 2018.

- How are they managed in order to ensure reliability of the certification

system?
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We have no existing certification system yet. But as stated above, we are
currently developing a national scheme to prove legality of timber or timber

products. It is a work in progress.

- What system or document verifies the certification details?

We are using paper-based or documentary evidences to prove legality of
timber or timber products with the following documents being issued by the
DENR. 1.) Valid cutting permits or Valid long-term agreements or Private Tree
Plantation Ownership Certificate (PTPOC); 3.) Deliberated and Approved
Comprehensive Development Management Plans or CDMP for long-term
agreement/license holders; 4.) Official Receipts as Proof of Payment for forest
charges for timber and other timber products harvested or removed; 5.)
Certificate of Free & Prior Informed Consent (FPIC) from indigenous peoples if
it covers IP lands; 6.) Original copies and Computer-generated CTO and CLO

with Confirmation letter.

- How can the authenticity of certification details be verified?

It can be issued only upon systems’ verification of uploaded documents issued
by different government agencies. It is a system’ s generated,
password-enable, with written authorities to access the system, with
watermarks, and QR codes that can be verifiable using smart android phone

using a developed apps.

- How much is the forest area for each certification system?

N/A
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I Other Aspects Regarding Harvest Legality Verification

- Do you have your own distinct systems in <Country Name> to prove legality

of timber or timber products, other than those mentioned above?

Yes, a paper-based verification which is based on existing laws, rules and
regulations. But, it has no back-to-stumps-traceability. Since 2017, we rely on
the original print-out of computer-generated, barcoded, non-extendable, with
Confirmation Letter of Certificate of Timber Origin (CTO) and Certificate of
Lumber Origin (CLO).

- How are they managed in order to ensure reliability?

We started using computer-generated Certificate of Timber Origin (CTO) and
Certificate of Lumber origin (CLO) in 2007. Its limitation is it inability to trace
the timber of timber products back to their forest source due to the absence
of reliable marking or labeling or tagging system of timber and lumber
products. This is the reason why we are currently developing the NFSMS with

a reliable timber tracking system of back-to-the-stump traceability.

- How can they verify the legality of timber or timber products?

Under the NFSMS, all trees for harvesting or cutting shall undergo timber
Inventory involving correct identification of trees, marking & geo-tagging,
felling, bucking & scaling. Then the issuance of the CTO wil be done

electronically

- How much is the forest area in which the systems are applied?

None yet. Hopefully all public or forest lands with tree plantations as well as

private land tree plantations.
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- Are those systems of <Country Name> accepted in other countries?

Yes, hopefully because our bases for timber legality or criteria is anchored on
the six ASEAN Timber Legality Criteria.

I Others

Do you have any law for permission or regulation of processing and
exporting legally harvested hardwood and legally imported timber or timber

products in <Country Name> ?

Yes, Presidential Decree No. 705 and its implementing rules and regulations,
including regulation of wood processing plants or sawmills, plywood plants, etc.
The export and import of timber and timber products are governed by existing

rules and regulations.

- What are the specific provisions?

These are some of the implementing laws, rules and regulations of the
pursuant to PD 705, as Amended, governing the imports and exports of wood

and wood-based products, and their dispositions.

DAO 1999-46, Nov. 11, 1999 (Revised regulations governing entry & disposition
of forest products of imported logs, lumber, veneer, plywood, & other

wood-based panels, poles & piles, & wood chips)

DAO No. 1991-54, Oct. 18, 1991 (Rules and Regulations Governing the
Exportation of Finished and Semi-Finished Wood Products)
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DAO No. 1988-33, May 6, 1988 (Regulations Governing Exportation of Lumber
& Plantation Logs)

- Do you have any systems or documents that can verify legal processing
and exporting?

DAO No. 1991-54, Oct. 18, 1991 (Rules and Regulations Governing the
Exportation of Finished and Semi-Finished Wood Products)

DAO No. 1988-33, May 6, 1988 (Regulations Governing Exportation of Lumber
& Plantation Logs)

- How can authenticity of the systems and documents be verified?

All import (DAO 1999-46) or exports (DAO 1991-54 & DAO 1988-33) of timber
and timber products must be covered by a valid import and export permits or

authorities issued only by DENR Regional Directors.

- In case of exporting combined and processed imported and domestic raw
materials such as flitches, glued laminated timber, laminated floorboard,
plywood, furniture, do you have any systems or documents that can verify

the content and legality of the imported and domestic raw materials?

None for mixed or combined raw materials

Do you have private or non-governmental organizations are involved in
llegally Harvested Timber Trade Prohibition Systems, such as verification of
legality of exported and imported timber or timber products, tracking
background of supply chain and identification of legality?
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None yet but. We are working on this procedure and accreditation process in

the future.

I Attachments

Please submit additional information for mutual understanding and samples of
documents related to questions above (permit for felling, processing company

certificate, export permit, certification of authentication, etc.).

Requested Samples of documents are available on-line and can be viewed or

downloaded at the website www.denr.gov.ph.

Prepared by : For. Raul M. Briz
Supervising Forest Management Specialist
Chief, Forest Protection Section
Forest Management Bureau
Visayas Avenue, Diliman
Quezon City, Philippines 1100

Contact No. : (+63-2) 927-2491
(+63-2) 928-2891

Date prepared : 30June2018

References : PD 705 and other relevant forestry laws and regulations.
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